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7 H ESE Words were 8 to hs 8 o 
N the Church of Smirna, by bim, bo M the Frſt ai 
the Laff, ho was Dead, and 4 Alive, u. ÞB 
When he forewarn'd him, and thofewho were Lad * 
is Care, of the great Troubles that ſhould befal thengy 
But they are applicable to every particular Chriſtian, 
* God brings him into ſuch Circumſtances, 
| there ſhall be ch for him to ſhew his Fidelity. 
Wherefore, ſince God, who is graciouſly us d to en- 
| 5s ce his Commands by Examples, has. given us Ar 
"Eminent Example of this Virtue, in that Great ang 
Good Man whom he has now cal led to his Reward, 
that we may make a right uſe of it, in order to our | 
Þcying the Command in the Text, and he W 
Hur ſelves accordingly; I ſhall endeavbur to ſhew 
I In what reſpects, and how far a oor en 
is requir'd to be Faithful. a 
II. By what means this Faithfulncs may beſt 
brain d and preſery'd. 754" "oſs =." | 
III. The Greatneſs of its Reward, And upon w. 
Accounts we may be aſſur'd of it. 8 
I. In what Reſpects, &c. The firſt thing wherein 
a good Chriſtian is — to be Faithful, i is, in Frey 
ring ſteadily to the Fundamental Prineip eso his 
Religion: Let him ſearch diligently, and conf} der T7 
turely what and why, He is to believe, and then 
firmly there; not to be mov'd by any Hopes or Feajy 
but always ready to profeſs and defend it, Wine 
temper'd Zeal, Humility and Charity; as well A 7 inf 
the Allurements of Worldly Intereſt, as againſt th 
Contempt and Scorn of Haughty Inf elity. 8 85 
IT was our bleſſed mw himſelf that = us this 
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Command, Be thou faibfid — Death; faithful unto 
him who dy'd himſelf in ſuch a manner for us; and 
unto thoſe Doctrines which he hath entruſted us with» 


al in his Holy Scriptures; a little before he had faid, 
1 know the Blaſphemy of them which ſay they are Jews, and 


are not, but are the Synagogue of Satan. 


Tho the State of the Chriſtian Church is deſcrib'd in 


this Book, yet that being to ſucceed the Jewiſh, and to 


make what was ſaid concerning it more intelligible and 


acceptable to that People, we find ſeveral Alluſions here 
to the twelve Tribes, the City and Temple of Feruſalem ; 


and not only ſo, but the Chriſtians are called Jews, and 


the Church the Synagogue : Therefote, when our Sa- 


viour ſpeaks here of ſuch as ſaid they were Jews, but 


were not, but of the SYNAgoguc of Satan ; he means 
ſuch as pretended to be 


be good Chriſtians, but were 
indeed the greateſt Enemies of the Church of Chriſt; 
and by their Blaſphemy, he ſeems to point out thoſe 


particularly, who deny d his Divine Nature, and cor- 
rupted the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Faith; ſuch 
as Simon Magus, Cerynt bus, &c. whoſe Errors had ſpread 


into the leſſer Aſia, and were the occaſion of St. Fobr's 


Writing his Firſt Epiſtle, before he did this Book, and 
his Goſpel ſoon after. TTL Re | 


* ” 


By what Artifices has the great Enemy of Mankind 


endeayour'd their Deſtruction in all Ages! Before the 


coming of the Holy Jeſus, he found it in vain to at- 
tempt to extinguiſh the Notion of a God: This was 
ſo agreeable to Human Nature, that where-ever Tra- 
dition propog'd it, Reaſon embrac'd it readily; nay, 

often ſtruck it out of it ſelf, without any aſſiſtance from 


the other; therefore he corrupted Mankind, by ſeeming 


to concur with them; allowing not only one God, but 

teaching them that there were many; and then drove 

them to ſuch extremes of Superſtition and Licentiouſneſs 

that ſome offered up their Children, or themſelves to 

their Gods (tos cloſely imirated by the deſtructive Au- 

ſterities, ſo much boaſted of by out modern a | 
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and others ſet up their Vices for Deities, and then Sacri- 
fied to them in their ſeveral kinds; ſo naturally does 
Lewdneſs and Idolatry ſupport one another. - 
But when our Bleſſed Saviour came to deſtroy theſe 
Works of the Devil, and gave ſuch Commands for ho- 
lineſs of Life, backed with ſuch motives of Gratitude 
and Love, and ſuch acertainty of Eternal Reward, as 
proceeded from the belief of his being God manitelt in 
the Fleſh : The practical Commands of the Goſpel 
were too excellent, for the Devil to attack them; the 
benefit of them too plain, the Juſtice of them too evi- 
dent to the meaneſt Capacities, to inſinuate any thing 
to their Diſadvantage : Therefore he endeavour d to in- 
validate the Teſtimony of the Holy Jeſus, to leſſen the 
merits of his Death, to overthrow the nobleſt Motive 
of our Gratitude, Love and Obedience, by denying 
him to be God: But ſtill he artfully allowd the Ex- 


cellency of the morality of the Goſpel, tho he cut 


away the chief Props and Supports of it: and accord- 
ingly in all Apes, even to this day, they that deny the 
Divinity of the Son of God, and that ftrike the deep- 
eſt at the very foundations of Chriſtianity, ſtill talk 
the loudeſt of Morality. Such were theſe in all proba- 
bility, who in the Church of Smyrna pretended to be 
Chriſtians, by the goodneſs of their Lives, tho they 
were guilty at the ſame time of the greateſt Blaſphe- 
mies, and diſcover'd themſelves to be of the Synagogue 
of Satan, by their Malice and Oppoſition, by their Ca- 

lumnies and Miſ-repreſentations, their Diſputes and 
Contentions, which ended at laſt in the great trouble 
and affliction of that Church. And therefore how ne- 
ceſſary was it that the Holy Jeſus himſelf ſhould give 
-thoſe who were Chriſtians indeed, this Warning to 
prepare them to be upon their Guard, and to ſhew their 
Fidelity ro their great Maſter; in doing their Duty, in 
continuing firm and ſteady to the true Faith whatever 
ſhould befal them ; by theſe Words, Be thou faithful un- 
to Death. Whither this ſignifies violent Death only, * 
| . ene 
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the whole courſe of a Life or Sorrow and Affliction : _— 


Death ſhould come, tho? perhaps it mould be long firſt, 
is uncertain; all that is mention'd juſt before isonly im- 
priſonment, and that too but for a limited time, Be- 


Hold the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into Priſon, that ye may 


l tried, and ye ſhall have tribulation ten days, But ſuppo- 
ſing it was to the moſt violent Death, that they were 
requir'd here to be Faithful. Yet unleſs a Chriſtian be 
faithful to his Lord in lefler Troubles, there is no great 
likelihood that he will be ſo in grefter. 

But it is no ſmall Teſt of Fidelity, for a Chriſtian to 
maintain his Faith unblemiſh*d, and unalterable in the 
midſt of a perverſe and and adulterate Generation, 
when the Divinity of his Redeemer ſhall be deny'd 
with Scorn and Inſolence, when new Sects ſhall ſpring 
up and pretend to Miracles and Inſpiration ; when the 
Immortality of the Soul ſhall be openly diſown'd; 
when Atheiſm, Deiſm and Lewdneſs ſhall be ſcattered 
from the Preſs every day, and maincain'd and impro- 
ved in common Converſation ; when Troubles and 
Incertainties beſet him on every ſide; How difficult! 
and therefore how glorious is it ! for a good Chriſtian, 
amidſt all this noiſe of different Opinions, and all the 


Artifices, the Threats and Promiſes of divided Intereſt, 


to go on calmly and ſteddily in his Duty; To hold faft 
the Profeſſion of his Faith, without wavering, Heb. 10. 23. 
and be at the ſame time true to himſelf, and faithful to 

his God. OG 5 
But if this is the Duty of every Perſon, it is ſo more 
particularly, of thoſe who are intruſted with the word 
of Life, and bound to diſpenſe it faithfully to others. 
For how can this ever be done unleſs they adhere to it 
ſteddily themſelves2 This St. Paul requires ſtrictly of 
Timothy, 2 Ep. 1 cap. v. 12. Hold faſt the form of ſound 
Words which thou haſt beard of me, in Faith and Love which 
in Chriſt Feſws : In Faith and Love; how remarkably 
are theſe two join'd together, and therefore how much 
are they miſtaken, who fear that their Fidelity in ſuch 
. Caſes 


10 3 (6) NT . 
Caſes ſhould be prejudicial to their Charity. Alas l itis e 
impoſſible to hold faſt our Charity long, unleſs we hold b 
faſt that form of ſound Words, upon which our Faith, t 
and in that our Fidelity is grounded: For as it is through || \ 
Faith alone that the love of Jeſus ſhines out ſo glori- 
_ ouſly upon the Soul, ſo it is through the ſame only, that f 
it can be reflected upon our Neighbour: That very 
Integrity which a Man ſhews when he is faithful to his | 
God, is the ground of the {ſincerity of his love to his | 
Brother; whereas he that is falſe to God can never be | 
true to Man; but will be found an Hypocrite to both, 
notwithſtanding all his pretences to Religion, and his 
crying Peace, Peace, where there ; no Peace, nor ever can 
be ; becaufe the Fountain of Peace whether it regards 
our ſelves or others, is a good Conſcience, and that can 
iſſue from Integrity alone: And when this poſſeſſes the 
Heart, and makes it faithful ro God; The Spirit of 
Peace deſcends from above, and bleſſes the upright Man, 
with Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Humility and Love; and 
that too in ſuch vaſt abundance, that they muſt needs 
flow over towards all that are near them. 
Wherefore, Holy Brethren, 7 rg of the Heavenly Cal- 
ling, conſider the Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our Profeſſion, 
Chriſt Jeſus, who was faithful to him that appointed bim, 
faithful in the diſcharge of his Propherical Office, and 
faithful in ſuffering all that belong'd ta the Sacerdotal ; 
as'olſo Moſes was faithful in all by Houſe. According to 
that degree of Truſt reposd in him: But as the Apo- 
ſtle ſays afterwards, Moſes verily was faithful in all his 
bouſe as a ſervant. But Chriſt as a ſon over bs own houſe, 
2whoſe houſe are we, if we hold faſt the confidence, and the re- 
vycing of the hope firm unto the end, 2d chap. Hebrews, I, 2, 
Ce. Thus after the Example of his great Maſter, was 
that Servant of Chriſt, whom hc has now taken to 
himſelf, faithful in the diſcharge of his office, in preach- 
ing the Word of God, and adminiſtring his Holy Sa- 
craments, as is well known, and muſt be gratefully re- 
membred in the ſeveral Stations where he was _ 
CL Gs 
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cern'd : And how long did he ſtruggle with his Infirmities, to 
beſo! notwithſtanding he grew ſtil) weaker by degrees, yet As 
the Hart, tired with the purſuit of the Hunters, and p- 

with ſcorching Thirſt, pants after the Vater- Brooks, Pſ. 42.1,2, 
ſo did his faithful Soul, tho? preſs'd hard by bodily Infirmities, 
pant the more after his God: How did he thirſt for God, for 
the Living God! How impatiently did he long to come and 


appear before God, and to miniſter to him in his Holy Temple! 


J queſtion not but there are many here, who 


have obſery'd with what great Pains and 


Trouble * he has labour'd to get up to this 


Place; and have been aſtoniſhed afterwards, 


to hear fuch lively force of Reaſon in all thar 
he fard, and to gad ſuch active vigour of the 


Soul, in fo decay ing a Body; and when his 


Weakneſs and Diſtempers increas d upon him 


afterwards, one of his greateſt troubles, was, 
his being wholly difabled from giving this 
Publick Evidence of his Love and Care of 


his Pariſh, and of his Fidelity for his God, 


But he was alfo Faithful after the Example 


* Mr. Staynoe 
was, for ſeveral 
Yearscarry din 
an 'open Chair 
from bis Houſe 
in Warwick 
Court to his Pew 
from whence he 
was about half 
a quarter of an 
Hour getting up 
into the Pulpit, 
by the help of his 


of his Bleſſed Lord to him that E nted him. Crutches and the 
2. In his great Patience, and Submiſſion, Kail. 
his Conſtancy and Reſignation, under ſo many 
long and painful Diſtempers, as ſeiz d upon him one after ano» 
ther, and ſometimes all together. EDB =” ? 
As Life is the gift of God, fo whatever the condition of it 
is, is the effect of his Providence: the great end for which 
Life was given, was to ſet forh God's Glory; this may be 
done in ſome meaſure in every ſtate of Life; but the worſe 
thar ſtate is, the greater the Evils of it are, and the better we 
ſupport them, the more do we ſet forth God's Glory, and the 
more demonſtrate our Fidelity to him. : 
Bur of all temporal Evils, thoſe are · greateſt which come 
neareſt to us, and bring Life in danger ; ſuch as painful and 
tormenting Diſeaſes : theſe the Devil depended upon, when 
he cou'd not ſhake Fol's Integrity, by the ſudden Loſs of his 
great Poſſeſſions, and of all his Children; But put forth thine 
hand, ſaith he to God, and touch hu bone and hu fleſh, and be 
will curſe thee to thy Face, Job 2. 5. Alas! how many actu- 
y do ſo every day? how many Curſe and Blaſpheme in 
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the beginning of very modefare Pains ; and when theſe grow 


do any height, force death upon themſelves, in defyance and 


rebellion againſt God ? . 


"There are ſeveral degrees of being faithful to God; to be: 
fo againſt the current practice of the World, to be ſo againſt _ 
Pleaſure and Intereſt ; to be ſo in ſpight of Calumny and Di 
grace, in ſpight of Poverty it felt, is very much; to be faith-. 
Ful unto violent Death, to reſiſt unto Blood ſeems the utmoſt 
Teſt of our Fidelity! But there are others ſure which come 
* very near to this; for what is Death but the ſeparation: 

of the Soul and Body? but if this be caus'd by violence, it 
cannot he very long, and the moment of that ſeparation can 


have bur little Pain: It is what Death leaves behind it, the 


ghaſtly Image of a lump of Clay, all pale and motionleſs; 


that ſtrikes a kind of horror into humane Nature; not un- 
neceſſary for the Principle of Self- preſervation; but there is 
nothing ſo very den l in Death it ſelf, unleſs, we conſider 
it as the paſſage to Eternal Miſery: When we conſider it as 
the paſſage to Eternal pine it is no great Teſt of a 
Man's Conſtancy and Fidelity, to ſubmit to it patiently; e- 
ſpecially when weary'd with the miſeries of humane Lite: 

But when a Man finds himſelf to be a particular Inſtance 
of humane Miſery : When from vigorous and active Health 
he ſinks of a ſudden into extream Weakneſs; when ſeveral 
Diſtempers get ground of him by degrees, and gnaw and 
corrode the tendereſt Parts; When the Body is torn by ſharp- 
eſt Pains, and rackt with frequent ſtrainings, or faints in 
cold Sweats, or falls into Convulſions, and no interval gives 
any hopes either of Life or Death; but only affords ſome 


little ſtrength to ſuffer more; when Death has often promis d 
Relief, and ſeem' d to be approaching from ſeveral ways at 


once, yet has ſtill retir'd again, and ſtill deceiv'd-; what muſt 


it be for a Man in ſuch a condition to poſſeſs hs Souls in Pa- 


zience ? Then, certainly it is harder to reſiſt Wiſhes for 
Death, than the Terrors of it at other times, and therefore 
not ro murmur or repine in ſuch circumſtances, not to be 


paſſionate or peeviſh ; but meek, humble and refign'd, is a 


greater Teſt of Fidelity, than is often given in Death it ſelf. 


If good People upon juſt hopes of their Salvation, and con- 


templation upon the Joys of Heaven; have, even in the 
midft of Health, Eaſe, Plenty, and whatever this W 8 
5 afford 
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afford them, long d to be with . and labour d under ſome 


ſort of diſquiet and diſſatisfaction until they were ſo; what 
muſt it be for one who might juſtly have the ſame hopes, io 


be detained from thoſe Joys, by continual Sorrows, and = 


be ſtill contented he is ſo! how vaſt a difference is there 
tween dying Once to live for Ever, and living in ſuch a con- 
dition, as to be many Years a dying! And therefore to be 
Faitful unto death in ths ſenſe ; to continue ſteadily in our 
Duty, in the ſame Faith, the ſame Obedience, tho Death re 
moves ſtill farther and farther off; ro wait God's Pleaſure pa- 


tiently, and be willing to ſuffer Life amidft the greateſt Tor- 


ments: this ſure muſt have its particular Reward ; and may 


we not think that it is to Men of ſuch Sorrows, and who 


have been ſo long acquainted with ſo much Grief, That ſhall be 


apply'd in particular, well done thou good and faithful Servant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord, Matt. 2.5. 21: 


This I do not queſtion but this faithful Servant of Chrift 
has found; whole Miſeries and whoſe Patience have been 
much the ſame that I have been ſpeaking of. 

But ſince ſuch faithfulneſs mult be ſo acceptable unto God: 
before I come to diſcourſe upon the Reward which attends it, 
it will be convenient to ſhew, X | 

II. By what means it may beſt be obtain'd and preſerv'd. 
Both which may be done by obſerving the Rules follow- 
Ing. js 

I. By remembring that our Bleſſed Redeemer is always 
preſent to his faithful Servants : the ſame Jeſus, tho ſitting, 
as to his glorify'd Body, at the right hand of Power, to in- 
terceed for us above, is preſent by his Holy Spirit, to aſſiſt us 
in all our neceſſities below : tis he that governs that World 
which he Created and came to Redeem, that is the Head of 
his Church, the chief corner Stone ( tho? ſo much ſet at nought 
by our modern Builders) upon which the whole depends, both 
as to its Strength and Beauty; and ſince he vouchſaf d to ſuffer 
ſuch a Death, to ſave us; how can it be doubted but he will 
guide and protect us thro? this World, till we obtain that 
Salvation in the next? Alas! ſhall we miſtruſt his Prove 
dence, when we own ſuch wondrous Inſtances of his Love; 
or ſhall we refuſe to wait the methods of it by our ingrateful 
Murmurs, or ſtrive to run before it, by any baſe Artifices of 


our own ? 
2. Ano» 


2. Another Rule to be obſerv'd to this purpoſe, is this Securing carefully 
a good Conſcience: If a Man be conſcious to himſelf that he has by his 
Wickedneſs forfeited that Inheritance which Chrift purchaſed for him; 
what truſt or dependance can he have upon God? every Evil that befals 
him, will be thought to be the fore-runner of Eternal Puniſhment, and then 
his Doubts and Fears may end at laſt in deſpair : But if nothing accuſes a 


Man from within; he cannot look upon any Sickneſs or Calamity what- 


ſoever, as an argument of God's Wrath, but will rather hope that it may 
be an effect of his Love for Whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and 


| feourgeth every Son whom he receiveth, Hebrews 12. 6. 
3. Another means whereby we may preſerve our Integrity and Fidelity - 


to God in extream Affſictions is to meditate upon the Sufferings of Chriſt 
Jefus. How great a Strength and Support muſt it be, in any Danger and 
Adverſity, in any Grief or Pain, to look unto the great Author and Finiſher 


of. our Faith, who for the Foy that was ſet before him, the Joy of deliver- 


ing ſo many Souls from Eternal Torments, endured the Crefs, deſpi ſiug 
the Shame: Endured patiently tor us; far greater Pain than we can ever 


ſuffer, far greater Shame than ever we can be expos'd to for his ſake, yet 
after all, z ſet down at the right Hand of the Throne of God, Heb. 12. 2 


O let us confider him that endured ſuch contradifion, (alas! how mild 
2 word dogs the Spirit of Peace make uſe of here?) ſuch contradiction of 


Sinners againſt himſelf ; and then ſure whatever our Affliction is, we ſhall 


never be wearied and faint in our Minas, 

4. Another way to obtain and preſerve this Faithfulneſs to God, is to 
implore the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, by frequent and fervent Prayer: 
for that Bleſſed Spirit is the comforter of good Mens Sorrows, is the enli- 
vener of their Faith, the confirmer of their Hope, and the ſupport and 
guide of their Charity ; he is their gracious Advocate with the Father, 
and rejoices to be concern'd in behalf of the Faithſul; and therefore we 
need not fear to ask it, nor doubt but that we ſhall obtain it. 

5. Another Thing which contributes very much ro the preſerving our 
Fidelity towards God in all Extremities, is the conſideration of that Re- 
ward which Chriſt hath purchaſed for us. 

"Twas this ſupported Abraham in the Troubles which he met withal 
when He ſo jonrned in a ſtrange Land, dwelling in Tabernacles with Iſaac 
and Jacob the heirs with him of the ſame Promiſe, for he look'd for a City 


which hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God, Heb. 11. 9, 10. 


And of Moſes it is ſaid that he had reſpe& unto the recompenſe of Reward, 
v. 20 which is remarkably expreſt: and therefore tho' ſome Enthuſiaſts 
have diſparag'd theſe Conſiderations as mercenary ; no one ought to be 
aſham'd of ſuch Motives to his Duty, as ſupported the Fidelity of theſe 
two Holy Men, ro ſuch a degree, that one deſerv'd the Title of the Friend, 

the other of the Servant of God, by way of Eminence and Diſtinction. 
It was with the proſpect of this Reward, that the Apoſtles comtorted 
the Primitive Chriſtians, and ſupported themſelves in thoſe cruel and bloody 
Peaths which they were expos'd to; it was for this cauſe that the firſt 
; Martyr 
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| Martyr Stepben ſaw the Heavens open, in the midſt of his Suf- 
ferings, and the Son of Man ſtanding on the right band of God, 
ready to receive him to his Reward immediately, and be re- 
ſigas himſelf accordingly, in humble aſſurance of it, ſaying, 
- Lord Teſus receive my Spirit. VV 
Theſe were the things which enabled this Servant of Chriſt, 
to continue faithful unto Death; and by the laſt ot theſe, I 
am led naturally, to the next part of this Diſcourſe. 
III. To conſider the greatneſs of this Reward, and upon 
what accounts thoſe that are Faithful, may be aſſured of it. 
I will give thee a Crown of Life. "34, ; | 
Theſe Words ſeem to imply, that the faithful ſhou'd par- 
take of this Benefit immediately; that if they were faithful, 
but unto Death! no more ſhou d be requir'd afterwards; no 
place of purgation ſhould remain; by this alſo ſeems to be 
1mply'd, that the Soul ſhou d not be diſſolv'd with the Body, 
or remain inſenſible until the day of Judgment. 
Not that this Reward is granted upon any claim of Merit; 
alas! the worſt of our Sufferings are as from this, as the beſt 
of our Actions; for our greateſt Afflictions are but ligbt as to 
their Nature, and but for 4 moment as to their duration; if 
compar'd with that exceeding and eternal weight of Glory, 
which that Crown conſiſts of; and therefore tho? they may 
work this out for us, make way tor our obtaining it, thro? 
God's Mercy and the Sufferings of our Redeemer; yet they 
can never merit it for us, no, it is thro? his free Gift alone 
that we can receive it. Iwill give thee a Crown of Life: not 
the leſs free for being thus promis'd becauſe it was of his free 
| Will only, that this Promiſe was made; and tho? this Promiſe 
be conditional, yet thoſe conditions, are at the beſt ſo imper- 
| fectly performed, as ſtill to ſtand very much in need of God's 
, free Goodneſs and Mercy : Nevertheleſs upon our Fidelity ta 
: our great Maſter, we may be aſſur'd of obtaining it, becauſe 
4 be alſo is faithful that bath thus promiſed; and be alone hath 
; merited the Right and Power of beſtowing it, by his own 
Sufferings upon the Croſs. | 
And O how ineſtimable is the Reward that attends upon 
our Integrity and Fidelity! Be thou Faithful unto * _ 
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will give thee a Crown of Life. * Of Life, how emphatical 


is that ! not only as oppos d to Death, but to all the Miſeries . 


of Human Life? which are often ſo very great (as hath been 
fhewn ) that our wretched Being, here, may rather be called 
Death than Life; according to that admirable Reflexion of 
even an Heathen Author, Tis d & o Ziv whos ts xg] ee 
va, Ce. (Eurip.) who knows, ſays he, but that what we 
call Living, may not be more Properly term'd Dying, and 
what we call Dying, rather the beginning to Live; a Chri- 
ſtian cou'd have aflard him that this was certainly ſo; becauſe 
Death is nothing to him, but the paſſage to Life Eternal; to 
Joys unſpeable and full of Glory; and theſe too, ſtill propor- 
tionable to thoſe Sufferings which good Men are expos d to, 
and their being found Faithful in ſuch Circumſtances. 

Whether the Crown of Life promis d here, ſignifies endleſs 
Happineſs or no, is not very material; it is certain the Happi- 
neſs of Heaven is Eternal: But what is here meant, is rather 
that degree of Glory to which the Faithful ſhall be exalted 
when they ſhall reign with Chriſt, Some have thought that 
this Crown belong'd to Martyrsonly ; far be it from me to 
detract in the leaſt from the Glory of thoſe Bleſſed Saints, who 
laid down their Lives for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, not accept- 
ing of Deliverance, not accepting of Wealth and Honour, 
which were often offer'd them with their Lives, would they 
have been in the leaſt unfaithful to their God: But ſince St. 
Cyprian, who was himſelf a Martyr, tells us (de exhortat. mar- 
tyrii) in Perſecution:, Militia, in Pace, Conſcientia corona- 
tur ʒ that is, ſuch a firm Integrity of the Soul, as is ready to 
ſuffer altough not actually call'd to ĩit: Since he, I ſay, aſſures 
us of this, we may ſuppoſe, that tho not the ſame Reward, 
yet one very near to it, ſhall be beſtow'd on thoſe who have 
long ſuffer'd the greateſt Tortures; who, tho? it was not left 
to their choice whether they would ſuffer or no, yet concurrd 
dutifully with the Will of God, and continued faithful to him, 
till Death at laſt reliev'd and diſcarg'd them: "Theſe certainly 
ſhall alſo have their Crown of Life. 

And this we may be the rather perſuaded of, if we conſider, 
not only the Fidelity of ſuch Perſons, who bear ſuch Suffer- 


ings 


| inps well; but alſo how very much their Souls are improv'd 
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while they do ſo; and how many Heavenly Graces ſpring up 
and flouriſh in the midſt of the greateſt Afflictionss. 
The beſt way to ſupport our Fidelity, and to improve our 
ſelves, is to conſider attentively our Saviour's Sufferings; but 
a Soul inur'd to Health and Proſperity , cannot bear the 
Thoughts of ſuch dreadful things: It muſt ſuffer it ſelf before 
it can conceive what its Gracious Redeemer fuffer'd for it: 
Our Faith cannot be improv'd to the height by meer Refle- 
ction, but ſomething of Senſation is neceſſary to aſſiſt it in 
this Caſe; and we muſt take up our Saviour's Croſs our ſelves, 
in ſome Affiiction or other, before we can know any thing of 
the Weight of it; before we can gueſs at thoſe Sorrows which 
He under went, when He made Hw ſpotleſs Soul an Offering 
for Sin: And when our Faith is thus quickned and enliven'd, 

we may from his Meekneſs and Patience in his Sufferings. 


learn Humility and Reſignation in our own : 'Thus the Soul 
may be improv'd at the ſame time that it gives the greateſt 
Demonſtration of its being Faithful to its God; and therefore 


certainly the Reward that attends it ſhall be the greater upon 
this Account allo, _ | A 
Thus have I gone thro what I propos d at the beginning; 
and ſhew'd, in what reſpects, and how far a good Chriſtian 
is requir'd to be Faithful; By what means this Faithfulneſs 
may beſt be obtain'd and preſery'd ; The Greatneſs of its Re- 
ward; and upon what Accounts the Faithful may be aſſur'd 
of it. q 1 
From what has been ſaid, ſeveral Inferences may be drawn. 
I. If our Faithfulneſs to God in adhering ſteddily to our 
Holy Religion, ſhall have its particular Reward; then we 
may reaſonably conclude, that any Unfaithfulneſs of this kind 
will have its particular Puniſhment; and if fo, how careful 
ſhould we be of being Indifferent, in any important Point of 
our Belief, and of giving Offence, or affording Excuſes to 
others, while we are ſo ? | DOTTED 
2. If Fidelity appears more gloriouſly, the greater Mens 
Sufferings or Afflictions are, and ſhall be rewarded accor- 
dingly: then how much are they to be condemn'd, who -- 
N A 


* 
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Þ little concern'd to WW. 3 Faithful to their 
God? or to ſecure, much leſs increaſe their Reward ? that 
they ſink ae under any Pain or Sickneſs, are paſſio- 
nate with their beſt Friends, and repine againſt Providence, 
wiſting themſelves out of the World every Moment, yet make 
no Preparation againſt that Judgment which is to follow ? 
Alas ! how fooliſhly do ſuch People loſe the Advantage of 
their preſent Miſeries ; and add to thoſe which they are to 
ſuffer hereafter. - 5 
2. If we are more faithful to God, the better that we bear 
Afficdions; and if the greater thof: Afflictions are, the grea- 
ter ſhall our Reward be. Then the Miferies which good Men 
ſuffer are the ſigns. of God's Favour ; and the nor ſuffering 
any at all, ought to ſtartle the Happy, and make them ſu- 
ſpect and be afraid of this ſeeming Indulgence of God: And 
if rhis be fo, it alſo follows, that we ſhould by no means cen- 
ſure rhoſe for ill Men, whom we ſee expos'd to great Cala- 
mities; or be doubtful of our own Salvation, if we fall into 
the ſame. But always take care to ſuffer according to the 
Will of God; and then that Righreozs God {hall be our Shield 
now, and our exceeding great Reward hereafter. 
Laſtly, If God has graciouſly made known tous theſe things 
by repeated Commands, and enforc'd them, by ſetting ex- 
cellent Examples of Holy Men before us; Let us. conſider 
both attentively, for the Comfort of our Sorrows ; and the 


Support of our Fideliſ x. 5 

Particularly, Let us frequently refſect, upon that great 

Example, which God in werey to u, ſet many Years before 

us; but now in mercy to bim, hath. taken to his Reward : 

Let him be frequently the Subject of our Diſcourſe, and oft- 

| ner the Subject of our Meditation: And to this end, let us 
| _ recollect whatever we can, ie Wore his juſt Character, and 

| ſtrenghren and perpetuate his Memory in us: This I ſhall en- 

dea vour to afl you in, with that Plai nneſs and Integrity 


with diſtinguiſh'd him ſo remarkably. _ 1 
Ho early did he hegin to be uſeful to the World! And to 
ſhew himſelf a faithful Servant to God, by improying thoſe 
Talents, thoſe great Endowments, which he had e 


bu. GE . Jac wet ron Bet 


3 
. 
1 
z 


him withal, He had no foo 2 in great Store of Learn: 
ing of all ſorts, but he began to impart it to others; and wass 


moſt faithful in the Diſcharge of his Truſt as a Tutor; happy 


were thoſe who had the advantage of being under- his Care 
and Inſtruction, and of having their Minds and their Man- 


ners ferm'd by him. By his Induſtry and Succeſs in this Sta- 
tion, he not only maintain d the Reputation of „ 
his College *, but rais'd his own to à very great n 


height; and upon all Publick Occaſions (to ig) Or- 


which he was frequently call'd) became a 


Credit to that great and famous Univerſity it ſelf. 


When he remov'd to Town, he was ſoon remarkable for 


]uſtneſs of Method. Firmneſs of Connexion, cloſe and ſolid 
| Reaſon, in all his Diſcourſes: | 


He was always a diligent Purſuer ot his Argument; fol- 


. 


low'd Truth upon the View; and never ceas d till he had 
brought it home to his Hearers, and put them in full Poſſeſſi- 
on of it; and what contributed much to this, was, the Plain- 
neſs and Force of his Expreſſion and Delivery, which gave a 
Dignity and Authority to all that he ſaid; ſo that every Body 
went home either Con vinc'd or Inform d. 8 
Agreeable to this was the manner of his Converſation, 
Eaſie, Friendly, and Inſtructivę; gladly would he hear o- 
ther Peoples Opinions, and freely communicate his own: The 
Friendſhip he profeſs'd he always made good; the Integrity 
of his Soul appear'd in all his Words and Actions; Juſtice and 
Uprightneſs were remarkable in all his Dealings, and in all 
he ſaid Truth and Nature were deny without 
the leaſt Diſguiſe. 1 A 
The greatneſs of his Charity makes his Loſs more uni- 
verſal; for thoꝰ expos'd to ſo much Pain and Affliction him- 
ſelf, yet he always took care to make the Orphan ready to pe- 
rſh, bleſi bim; and the Widows beart to ſing for joy: Beſides 
what he cou'd not help being known, he diſpos d of large 
Sums in private: His blameleſs Integrity abhorr'd the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of Oftentation, aud dreaded nothing more than the 
vile Reward of having Glory of Men. Matt. G. 2. 
This Integrity was well ſupported by a natural Gong 
ITY 
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20 Aogels; of Human Miſery, and Chriſhan Fottende se 
| took this Servant who had béen fo faithful id him faltſſal 
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aach every thing of this World, is fo uncertain, Jer u m 


always faithful to our God; hatever we are to do, or ſuf- 
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thy. faitbful. Servants, be ſtill before us ; that after an uprighr« 
and fincere diſcharge of our Duty eren unto Death, (lex.jc Þþ 
come in What ſhape or form ſoever) we may be rais'd to re- 


4 
3 
k 


* 
3 
be 
1 
+ "3 
_ 
a 


